L e i

Anfbur of “The Mistery of

G ABEFEN
[T TR s X
LR R R 2 o B A AR

e et T L L L.
PAEFIEIH A b 7
dwoeneRae
(T ERY Y =2

L EERT XL L

*R4oee

DA thils argne & Dataral expectanon
on her part of resuming her bat, or
wan the action the result of an uncon:
» habit?
© Baving thas noted all that wan pos.
sible eonverning her without Infringing
on thie righits of the coroner, 1 next pro-
eveded to onwt abvout for clews to the
identity of the person whom [ consld.
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nd and anly this end Lad beeh mnde
comfortnble for the witty.  For n spacs
searcely wide snough fur one the sent
and bnok At this special paint tad
been upholstersd with leather, fastensd
to the wood with heéavy wrought nalls,
The remaining portion stretohed out
bare, hard snd Inexpressibly forbidding

ered feaponmibie for the extingnlsbed
vandle. RBut here n great disappolpt-
megt awalted we. 1 could find noth.
ng expressive of a second person's
presence save o plle of elgar nehes
senttéred pear the fegn of 0 conn on
kitehen chinlr which stood face to fuce
with the booksbelves in that parl of
the toom where the chndelnbrum rested
ou o small tible. But these ashes lonk-
o ola, nor eonld ! detect any evidencse
of tebacco smoke in the genoral must!
poss pervadipg the place., Wae the

man who died here a fortnight since

neconptable for these ashog? If so,
hie unfinisbed clgnr must be within
wight. Bhould 1 search for it7 No, for

thie would thke me to the bearth and
thal was Galte too deadly s place to
be hesdlessly spprosched

Baatdeg, 1 wan not yet fnlshed with
the sput. where | fhen mood If 1
okl gether notbing satisfdtory from
the aabes, perhaps 1 could from the
chalr or tlie shelves before which it
bid been plann?  Bolse one with an in.
teréat in books Lind sat there, some one
who expeeted to spend suflicleant time
over there old tomes to feel the need
of m chalr, Had thia intereet been u
goneral one, or had it centered In & par-
tleular volume? 1 ran my eye over the
shelves withir reach, possibly with an
jden of eettiing this gquestion, and
though my kpowledge of books is lim-
Yied T could see that these were what
one might call rarities. Bome of then
coptained specimens of black letter, all
mwoldy and smotbecad fo dust; tn otbers
1 saw dutes of publieation which
placed thew nmong voluipex dear to o
collevtor's hoart But nme of thew,
80 fur ns | eould see, gave any
dence of having bean lptely bandled;
and. anxlous o timié on
puerile detalls, T hastily guitted my
chnir Apld wur proceeding (0 turn my
attention elsewhera when T noticed
on an upper shelf a Dok projecting
slighitly beyond the others 1nstantly
wy foot wos on (he clialr and the book
In my boand. 1WA T find It of Inturest?
Yes. but not on mecoun! uf lis con-
fepta, for they were pure Groek to
me, but because It lncked the dust on
Iim upper »dge which bhad maried
every other volume 1 bud bandled.
This, then, was what bad attracied the
unknown to these shelves, this—let me
gee If I van remember tts titie—"Disgui-
sitton Upon Old Cosst Lines" Pshawl
1 was wasting my time, Nbhat bad
steh a dry compend! o oas this to do

o waste

with the body lying fo Its blood a fow |
the band |

slepe bebind we, or with
which bad put vut tie candle upon this
drendful deed? Notbing, 1 replaced
the book, Lut not so haxtlly as to push
It one joch beyond the position o
which | foupd It For, {f It had & tale
to tell, then was It my buslness to
lenve Lhat tale (o be read by those
who understood books better than 1
did.

My next mouve was (owanl the little
tabile holdiog the candeinbirum witd
the glittering pendnats This table
wan obe of u pest standing aguinst a
nearby wall lovestigation proved
that It had been Hfted from the others
and Lrooght to its present position
withiln a very short space of time, for
the dust Iying thick on s top was
slmosl entirviy lacki ; from the ooe
whieh bad Ueen pested under L
Nelthar bad the candelnbrum béen
stonding there lopg, dust being found
under o8 well ns around it Had ber
hiand broaght it there? Hardly, I It
caméd from the top of the wmantel
foward which I sow furned lo wy
course of lnvestigalion.

1 have slready mentionsd this man-
tel more iban ouce. This | could bard:
Iy avold, since in and sbout It luy the
beart of the mystery for which the
room was remarkable. But, thougi 1
bave thus freely spoken of It and
though It was not abseat from my
thoughts for a momwent, I had pot ven-
tured 10 approsch it heyond a certaln
pafle rudinve. Now in leokiog to see i 1
toight oot jedsen thik radius 1 expert
enowd thut sudden eand vverwhelinlog
loterest In ite every feature which at
taches (0 all objectn pecullarly wsso
clated with dangsr

I even 100k u step towamrd if, holding
up iy lamep w0 that a stray ray strock
the faded surfuce of un old epgraving
Bouglug over the fireplace. 1t was the
well known one, lo Wasblugwn at
least, of Benjamin Fraokln at the
court of Frunee, interosting, oo doubt,
In & geoersl way, bDut soarcely calew-
lated 1o Buld the eve at so eritieal an
fostant. Neither did the shelf below
¢4l for more than momeniary atien-
tion, for It wus abisolutely Lare. 8o
was the time worn, If not blood siained,
bearth, save for the lmpenetrabile
sbudow cast over It by the huge Dulk
of the great setile stunding st iis edge.

I bave nlready described the {mpres-
slop mede on we st my dret epirance
by this snclent aud charucteristic artl-
cle of furniture,

It was lutensified now as my eye ran
over the clumsy carving which added
to the discomfort of Its bigh, stralght
back and ax 1 smelled the muell of ite
moldy aud possibly mouse haunied
cusbilons. A crawling sense of dread
took the place of my Omt instinetive
répugnance, not becauss superstition
Uad us yet laid it grip uwpon we sl
though the place, the bour and the near
aud veritable prosence of desth were
wucugh to rouse the lwagiaation past
the bounds of the actual, but because
of a discovery | had made—a dlscovery
which smphaaised the tradition that all
who Lad been found dead under the
mantel hsd fallen as If from the end of

evi- |

to oné who sought eane there or even
n moment of cepunl rest.

The naturil Inference war that the
owaer of thiz gquaint plece of furniture
hnd heen A very seifish man who
thought only of his own comfort. But
might he not have hind some other rea.
kon for hie apparent nigeardiiness®
An | asked mysclf thls gquostion and
noted how (he long s embrpplig
e which guneded this etshions] re
treat wan Anftensd on top for the con
voanlent holding of decnnter and gluus,
fenlings to which 1 ean glve no narme

[ apd which I had fondly velteved my-

eelf proof spnlpet began to inke the
place of Juldginent nnd renson, Before
1 realised the nature of my own lm-
pulse or to what It was driving me |
found myself moving slowly and stead-
fiy toward this formidable seat under
AD lrresistible deslre 1o flug myself
down upon these oll cuslilons amd—
But bere the creaking of some farofy
ehuiter; possibly the one I Lad seen
swnylug from the opposite alde of the

vestigntionas were but half eompleted
and that 1T might be Interrupted any
mowment by detectives from beadyguar
ters, | broke from the accursed charm,
whileh horrified me the moment | es
enped It, and, guitting the room by a
door ut the ftarther ondd, sought to Al
in sorse of the ndjacent rooas the def
fuite traces 1 hnd failied to Mecover on
thi= the sctual seene of the erime

It was n disisnl eearch ni
| every turn the almost maddenm] haste

with wlileh the house Wnd Ueon alan-

revenling

doned. 1| possed out 1oto the Kitehen
and =0 on hy u elose nnd nerrow pas
gage 1o the negvo guarters oluysterad in
the renr. Here 1 tande a dlseover
One of the windows In this lopg dis
1 f o wask ant only
| but pertly opem Bat. as 1
auIme gpon npo rite abhowing that tl
| cutlet Had Lwen nsed | ¢ the sdenpiag
muarderor, | cunde my wiuy Lack to the

The candle in the tumbler

stalrs communicating with the upper
lour.

It wags on the rug Iring at the foot of
these stalrs that | ¢awe upon the first
of s dozen or more burned matches
which lay 1o a dlstinct trall wp the
stalrense and along the fBoory of the
upper balle. Ar these matches were
all burned as sbort as Hpgers could
bold them. it was evident that they
hiud been teed to Hght the steps of
sime one séelling refuge ahove, poesl-
by in the very room where we had
seen the Mght which had fBrat drawn
us to this bouse. How then? Bhould |
procecd, or awalt the coming of the
“boyn™ before pushing in upon & pos
wible murderer? 1 declded to procesd.
fustionted, 1 think, by fhe aicety of
the wrall which lay before me,

But wivn after & careft! followlng
In the steps of bim who bad so lutely
preveded me | came dpon & tigbtly
elosed door at the end of a side pus
snge, T gave a slight push te the door
and, on seelng a erack of light leap Into
Iife nlong the Jawnb, pushed the door
wider and wider till the whole room
stood revealed.

The lnstantapeous banging of a shut-
ter in ooe of (ts windows proved the
root {o be the very one which we had
seen lghted from below. Otherwise
all was stid, nor was 1 able to detect
In wy first burried glance ary other
token of buipan pressnce than & ean-
dle wputtering in its own grease st the
bottow of a tmmbler pleced on one e
ner of an old fashioned dressing table,
| This, the oue toneh of |ncong y in
g rootiy otherwise richi H not siateiy In
its appoltstments, wis lood In its nug
gestion of some Lidden presence given
to expediouts and reckiess of conse
guences, but of this presence nothing
wan 10 be seen

Not satiafied with this short survey. |
turoed my attention to my surronnd
ings, which had wany points of Intér
esl. Foremost amobng these wiom the
g four poster which occupled a lurge
mpaee at Juy right, 1 had never aeen W
like in use¢ before, apd | was greagly
sttracted by Ity wize apd the alr of
meatery Imparted to It by ite elosely
drr et curtains of faded broeade,

A fresslog table laden with woman's
fixings &and varlous articles of the tol
let, all of an vbhexpocted value and
riclineds, occupied the spuce between
thie two windows, and ou the floor,
mediately 1o front of o Bigh uahogany
mantel, there lay, amid & oamber of
eoply boxed, bn overturned ecbalr
This chalr and the conjectures its po
sition awakened led me to look op at
the moantel, with which It seemed to
be o sone way counected, and thus |
became aware of & wap old drawiog
hunging on the wall sbove It Why
this pleture, which wan a totally unln
lwresting sketch of a slmpering girl
foce, should have held my eye after
the first ginnee | eannet say even now
1t bad po beaoty, even of (b seatimen-
tal kind, and very Mitle If any mvan-
ing. 1ta Mnes, wesk at the best, were
nearly obliterated and In pome places
quite fuded out, yet | not only paased
to loak at it, but In leokiog at it forgot
wyself and well pigh wy errand. Yot
there was no apparent reason for the
wpell It pxerted over we.

AU may seep beth sonecemsery snd

ity

sireet, recalled me to the dutioa of the |
{ bour, apd, remembering that my o

fropt of the hounsme snd thus to  the |
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L] onite
Ia¥ there, and this
something, while commonplace In It
self, was enough out of kesping with

#ot and awakenn my confectures. {1t
wias o Ilndy's wran, so rich In quality
and of such n festive appearance (it
It war antaniehing to find It Ixiag in a
neglected state in this crumbling old
house., Though T know little of (he
cost of women's gurments, 1 do know

the value of lace, and this garment
wis covered with It

Interssting na wip thig find, it was
followed Ly oue still mofe so, Nostled

In the folde of the clonk lny the with.
ered retalgs of what could only have
beenn the brldal Uosightiy
now nod weantless, It wan onee a beau-
tiful apecimen of the tdorlat's art. As 1
soted how the mnla bunch of roses
utid Wlew was connectsl by long satin
ribbons to the eclusiers which
hung fromn It | recalled with congelva.
ble horror the use to which a almilar
ribbon hod been put o the room be
fow. In the shudder called up by this
coincidence 1 forgot to apeculite bhow
a bouguet carrisd by the bride ¢ould
have found Its way back to this up-
sinirea roowmn when, as 6ll secounts
ngree, dhe hnd fed from the parlor he
low without speaking or staying foot
the mament sbe was tolil of the catus

Dariag U

Iy

trophe which bad takeon plive o the |

libeary. That ber wrap should be ly.
Ing bere was not sirsuge, but that the
wedding bouguet-—

That It really wus the wedding bou
quet and that this was the room In
which the bride bad Adrecsed for the
ceremony wau apparent to the most
casunl obwerver, But it became an o
| tablishied fact when In wy further
couree about the rootn 1 ehanced oo o
haudkerclitef with the nmame Veronlics
embrolderwd In ane corner,

Tiis bumdkerchiel bad an Interest
npsart from the uame on it, It was of
Aaluty texture nud guite In keeplog se
for as valae went with the other be-
Jongings of It fastidicus owner, But
It wis fot clesn Indeedl It was
wtrangely sotled. amd thin noil wans of »
nalire | d4id nnt understam]. A

danbitless huve compre

read) ¥

worhnn wotthl
"

lionded linmedintely the cause of the
birown streaks 1 foupnd on 6, bot It
tonk me severel] minitis to realize that
this LIt of cambrie, delicoate an o coly
weby, find Deeny used 10 remove dinst
To rewmove dust Dust from what

From the manteisbhell probably, opon
one ond of whichh 1 found it HBot no!
luok QOIS |
convineed me that whutever else bad
| bews dusted In this room this shelf
Liad not. The necumulation of days Iif
vot of months was visible from one
end to the other of its norelloved wur
face sove where the handkerchief lind
ludd, and—the greatest discovery yet

| where ve clear spots just to the left
|of the ecenter ghowed where some
| mnn'y finger tips bad rested. Nothing

Cne nlogng the

bave caused jast the appearancy pre-
seuted by these spots. By scrutinising
them cloealy T ccold even tell whoere
the thumb had rested aund at once fore
anw the possibility of determining by
means of these msarks both the ales
snd shape of the bandd which had left
behind it so neut and unmistakable a
Clew

Wonderful! But whatdid #t a1l mean?
Why sheuld a man rest his Angoer tips
on this out of the way whelf? Had he
done so lp ap efforl to balance hituwelf
for & look up the chiimuey? No, for
then the marks made by bis Bugers
would have extended to the edge of the
slielf, whoreas these were in the mid-
die of It. Thelr shape, too, was round
ot oblong. IMeonce the pressure hnd
cowme from above, and—ab! 1 bad it
These lmpressiona in the dust of the
shelf were Just sueh an would Le tmnde
by & person steadylng hlmself for a
cless look ut the old picture. And this
pecounted also for the averturned
cliair and for the Lhandkerchisf veed as
a duster, Bome one's interest ln this
pleture bad beeu greater than mine:
some one who was edther yery near
sighted or whose tempersment was
such that only the closest luspection
would aatisfy an groused curiosity.

This gave me ap Wen, or, rather, Im-
pressed upou me the necessity of pre
serving the outline of ithese telliale
tunrks while they were still pinin (o the
eye. Taking out my penknife, I light-
Iy ron the point of my sbarpest blade
pround esch sepoarate Impreaston ti1) |
had fized them for all time In the well
waorn var dhogany

Thin done, iy thouglts recurred o
the question already raiked. What was
there In thin ald (letare to gt
curionity i otie bent on evil of uot fresh
from a ideowi crime? T have sold be
fore that the pleture a8 8 pleture was
worthiess, a tnere faded sketeh, it only
[or Jwhering up dome old garret, Thon
whersin lny charoy whilch
I myselfl bad felt, fhoogh not to this
extent? It wan vseless (o conjecture
A frowlh difoulty Lind o
task by this, puzmiing
but dificuliies only
terest. It was with ab odid feellog of
elutiou that, 1o« Tortbher exawiuation
of tiks room, | came upon two add)
tionnl facta equally odd aod %rrecun
clinble,

Ope was the presencs of A penknife,
wiib the @le blude open, on & smsll tn
e under the window marked by the

Al o the 12

Hise el

Itw clinro, W

beesn added
iy discovery,

Inereased o o

The penbaife and
the filings on the table

locsensd shutier, Beattered about it
were sows fllngs which shione as the

bot whick were so Bue as to call for a
magnifylug glass to make them out
The ather.wun 1o gounectipy w.ith »

the place and hour Yo rouse wy Inter. |

boards |

but the pressure of finger tips could ‘

!
lght from my lantern fell upon thew, |

Aeprecanid and Lius
Wit abe had fmitly
riven him away
1 goo) lonks were
vamtehing. Yhe was
peiting  thie, pale,
wnid ballow - cheek.
ed. with daiv e len
ntound  her cyen
Sufdden)y all society

THE LEADER?

was pleared gpain 1o
Mesr of the eugage-
mirnl being renew
ed, apd i1 was met
ong before » beaun
el and radiamt
hritle was taken to
fhe wlinr.  She bnd
tegained her grod lovke ber former happy
disponitior and strong nerve all through &
peerel o friend gave her A Taw bottles of
Dy, Metee's Favarite Pevgeription s what
made twn mere lves hupoy and & radiant
Bride miote Denutiful than sbie Bad ever

28223

b appeared hefote

Backed ap by aver a (hird of a century

of remarkable and wniform cures, & record

anth as no other resedy for 1he disegsen
and weakneswes peculiar I wnmen ever
Attalned. 1the proprietors and makers of
. Plerre s Favolite Preney o mow feel
fulle warranted in sl s puy Eace in
fegal money of the United Stutes. for any
case of Leuvorthea, Fer al Weakness

Prolapsun or Falling of Womb which they
eamtatt cure. ANl they ask n a fair and
reasnnille tedal of thelr means of e

M O O, Seniptire. of Prescest, At L. Bom
o, wrties " For aearly two vesta | was prral
wlferer with ulceratios amd enlorgement of
worsh nlm suffered seversty with dvepepain ned
was run down-—a perfect wrech. 1 doctored for
mmveral yenrs; gof no betier. uethl abowt secen
motithe agn | begmn taking Dr Plerce's Pavorite
I"nrnrn-m and ' Pleasant Pellets” 7 can vtand
on my feel and work bard all day. | feed Lhint Hife
ia puw worth liviag, and ahall sver fesel grote iyl
o you and shall alweys peeorumend yout meds
amnes o sl who are swfering o auy way

|
closel pot far rrodn e greatl bed. It
wis an emply closet. o far as th-'
hooks went and the two great draw-
ers which 1 found standing half open
at ite baek, but in the middle of the
floor lay an oaverturned cabdelabrum
simllar to the one be but with it
prisms scattered au . e one eandle
erushed and batfered out of ull shape

on the hlackened boards. If upset
while alight, the foot which bad stamp- |
ed upon it In & wild endsavor to put
out the Aates had been A frenzied one.
Now, by whom hed this fretixy been
showe nand when? Within the bour?
I could detect no smell of smoke. Al

| eome former timoe, then—saiy on the

duy of the Lridal?
Glaneclng from the broken eandle at
my feet t0 the one giving (8 last sput
ter 1n the twinbler on the dressing La-
bie, 1 owned wyself perplexed
furely no ordinary explnnntion ftted
thieime eztrnordinury

AnG  sevmingly
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| please] (o leprn that thype Is sl lonst
one dreaded disense that sclence has |
been n all
and thay Is Catarrh. Hall's Oatarrh
Cora |z the gniy positive cure now |
| known to the meo llcal fraternity. Co- |
tarrh being a ostitutionsl fgense, |

| roquires n  conulitatlonal  treatment

able Lo ¢ire Ita stuges,

.| %
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